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ACCIDENT REPORT

DRIFTER near ARAMAC 30 July 2003
1. FACTS

1.1 History of Flight

The pilot had been undertaking mustering operations in his aircraft immediately prior to the accident.

1.2 Injuries

The pilot suffered fatal injuries at the time of the accident

1.3 Damage to Aircraft

The aircraft struck the ground in a steep nose down attitude, causing major damage to the airframe.

1.4 Pilot In Command

The pilot was a 30 year old male.  He had held a valid AUF Pilot Certificate from December 2001, correctly endorsed for the aircraft type and he was operationally current.  However there is no record of him undertaking any specialised low level training and he was relatively inexperienced for the operation in which he was involved.

1.5 Passenger

There were no passengers.

1.6 Aircraft Information

The aircraft was a Drifter, model SB-582.

1.7 Serviceability

 The accident investigator noted that the overall general appearance of the aircraft showed that it was kept clean and was in very good condition. Lock wires, coverings, cable ties, insulators, and engine appearance, showed maintenance and repairs had been carried out in a professional manner.

1.8 Instrumentation

Received extensive damage on impact.  ASI was frozen at 60 knots.  Engine Rev. counter frozen on 2,500 RPM.  No other significant information.

1.9 Weather

A gusty wind of around 15/20 knots was reported on the day, but there is a lack of actual information.

2. WRECKAGE & IMPACT INFORMATION

2.1 Location

The aircraft crashed in rugged terrain on a property "Tuaburra" about 35 kilometres west of Longreach Qld.

2.2  Final Flight Path and Impact Point(s)

The aircraft struck the ground in a steep nose down attitude of between 50 and 80 degrees.

2.3  Controls

All control rods, ball ends & bell cranks were in good working condition prior to the accident. Three breakages at ball ends all showed expected bending at the threads consistent with impact damage.  The control rods were bent in a manner consistent with the nose down impact.

2.3  Structure

Structure, design and maintenance do not appear to have contributed in any way to this accident. All the damage has occurred at the time of impact.  Wings, tail group and cables were all assessed as being in good condition prior to the impact.

2.4  Propeller

The propeller was rotating at impact, but only at low power (low RPM). Although cracked and broken the outer ends of the blades were still relatively complete consistent with the low power scenario.  All propeller bolts and lock wires were in place and undamaged.  While the blades were shattered damage to all three blades was similar.

2.5  Engine

An engine inspection showed that the plugs from the cylinder nearest the propeller were of good colour and were clean and dry.  The plugs from the other cylinder had a small carbon build up but were both oil fouled.  The second pair of plugs were consistent with a cylinder in which the plugs were not firing and was no longer producing power.

2.6  Fuel System

The fuel tanks were destroyed at impact. All fuel lines were connected, protected and in good condition.  Due to impact damage the top of the fuel pump outlet valve was torn apart.  The pump was tested and found to be in working order.

There was no fuel in the lines or the carburettors, but this is believed to be due to the extremely dry ambient conditions and the time lapse between the accident and the inspection

3.   CONCLUSION

Unfortunately a trained investigator did not assess the accident site and the aircraft was recovered to the local police station some distance from the accident site.  The actual aircraft inspection was done some week after the accident.

The pilot was relatively inexperienced and there is no evidence of him having received any low level training.

On the evidence as presented it is surmised that the aircraft was operating at low height on a mustering exercise over inhospitable terrain.  For reasons unexplained the aircraft suffered a severe power loss and in the pilots attempt to manoeuvre the aircraft into a more favourable position the aircraft has stalled and slammed into the ground. 

4. ACTION FOR RA-Aus

To continue to attempt to educate pilots to be aware of their surroundings and the inherent dangers of their operation.

To continue to lobby the Authority to legitimise mustering operations and to allow our movement to introduce appropriate procedures and low level training.

" The RA-Aus investigates accidents and incidents with the SOLE intention of preventing the same accident happening again."






